BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall

 on Monday, 14th January, 2013 at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:

J Cartwright (Chair)



P Cousins

D Dempsey


D Drury


A Guttridge


R Lindsay


R Lester


R Taylor


N Tye

Also Present:
Councillor D Keane (Babergh District Council)


Councillor J Pembroke (Suffolk County Council)



D Blackburn (Clerk)


The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present. 
C14612/13
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


There were none. 
C147/12/13
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
Cllr Guttridge declared a non-pecuniary interest as an officer of Suffolk County Council.

C148/12/13
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were none requested.

C149/12/13
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


The minutes of the meeting held on 10th December, 2012 were proposed by Cllr Tye, seconded by Cllr Taylor and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
C150/12/13
POLICE REPORT
There had been 2 reports of criminal damage, a theft of a scooter and thefts from 4 motor vehicles during the period 10th December, 2012 and 13th January, 2013. Members of the Council felt that parishioners should be made aware that catalytic converters had been stolen from 2 vehicles on Brooksfield and 1 vehicle on High Street via “The Bugle”.
C151/12/13
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL
Councillor Keane reported that Louise Rawsthorne of the District Council would attend a future meeting of the Parish Council to present an item on Community Engagement as it has been unsafe for her to travel that evening because of the poor weather conditions. The reorganisations of Mid Suffolk and Babergh District Councils would deliver savings in response to reductions in government funding. It was noted that Morrisons had opened a store in Hadleigh that day and had obtained planning permission because there had been an existing building on the site. The application by Tescos was different because it would constitute a new business on its proposed site. In response to a question, Councillor Keane undertook to investigate the weight that would be attached to a petition opposing the store as it had been suggested to a Member of the Parish Council that it was not in the required format.
C152/12/13
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL

Councillor Pembroke reported details of the launch of the Oyster Card which would assist young people in travelling around the County. Savings required by the County Council were greater than anticipated in the current and next financial years. However, subject to approval by the full Council, the County Council’s element of the council tax would not be increased in 2013/14. 
C153/12/13
BILDESTON SKATE PARK PROJECT


The Committee considered the draft tender documentation and funding arrangements for the project. The best solution would be sought which was affordable within the funding that had been secured from various sources. The important role of the Bildeston Skate Park Facility Working Group in developing the project was recognised by Members of the Council and there would continue to be close liaison with the Group. The Chairman referred to an approach that she had received from residents about anti-social behaviour and littering that was taking place at the playground. Measures for addressing the existing problems were discussed. Looking forward, it was identified that generally, the siting of skate parks on play grounds resulted in a reduction in anti-social behaviour as it provided a positive outlet for activity by young people.

It was AGREED:

a. That the tender documentation be approved subject to amendment of the completion date for the project;
b.  That in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations, tenders be sought for the design and build of a skate park;
c. That the Clerk be authorised in consultation with Councillor Guttridge, to invite specialist suppliers of Skate Parks to tender for the project;
d. That the Chairman and Clerk be appointed to receive and open tenders for the project;
e. That a Panel be appointed to evaluate the tenders comprising the Chairman and Councillors Guttridge and Lester;
f. That a tender assessment report be presented to Council; and
g. That steps be taken to reduce the existing problem of anti-social behaviour at the playground including a chain and padlock for the gate to restrict access.
C154/12/13  TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES
The Council considered the merits of introducing gateway treatments at the main entrances to the village based upon the drawings and quotations supplied by the County Council. The affordability of the scheme was also discussed in the context of potential financial support from the Locality Budget of County Councillor Pembroke.
It was AGREED:

a. In principle, that full gateway solutions be undertaken at the northern, eastern and southern entrances of the village; and
b. That the offer made by the County Councillor Pembroke to provide significant financial support to the Gateway project and procurement of a Speed Indicator Device be welcomed and funding of up to £4,000 be committed by the Parish Council towards the overall costs.
 .C155/12/13  FORWARD PLANNING OF BUDGET AND PRECEPT
The Clerk reported details of the grant support that would be provided by the District Council in 2013/14 to compensate for the reduction in the tax base in Bildeston.  It was recognised that whilst full compensatory grant support would be available in 2013/14, this was unlikely to be repeated in future years. The position regarding the capping of increases in the Parish precept remained unclear and would be reviewed by the Secretary of State later in the year. Members of the Parish Council discussed the implications for the Parish and it was felt that the Precept for 2013/14 should be determined having regard to the Council’s projected medium term financial requirements.

It was AGREED: That the Clerk, supported by Councillor Lester, develop budget proposals for the next meeting.

C156/12/13   AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS AND QUARTERLY REPORT

The Clerk presented details of recent payments and a receipt. The Council also received the quarterly financial report for the 3rd quarter of the financial year. The Clerk identified that there were no exceptional items that required consideration in terms of their impact on the Council’s budgetary position.

It was AGREED:

a. That the following payments be made:

	Payee and Service


	Cheque Number
	Amount

	Eastern Facilities Management
Coronation Playground Qtrs 1, 2 & 3
	101429
	£2,684.27

	Eastern Facilities Management

Bildeston Grove Qtrs 1, 2 & 3
	101430
	£1,501.38

	Eastern Facilities Management

Kings Pightle Conservation Area 5 Cuts
	101431
	£844.04

	BDO

Audit Fees 2011 / 2012
	101432
	£342.00

	JK & GA Agnew Woods A/C

20ft Christmas Tree 
	101433


	£330.00

	Robin Taylor

Christmas Celebration Expenses
	101434
	£67.05

	David Blackburn

Clerk’s Salary
	101435
	£181.31


b. That the following receipt be noted:

	Payee and Service


	Amount

	Hunnaball Family Funeral Group Ltd

Burial of Cremated Remains
	£60.00


c. That the quarterly report for the period 1st October to 31st December, 2012 be received and noted.

C157/12/13
SPEEDWATCH UPDATE
Councillor Tye had held positive discussions about the deployment of a mobile VAS unit in Bildeston to support Community Speedwatch. Requirements regarding Speedwatch operations had been reviewed by the Police and had now reverted back to a minimum of 2 people although Councillor Tye would endeavour to have 3 people working at the same time if possible.
It was AGREED: That the update be welcomed.
C158/12/13  MATTERS CONSIDERED AT A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Further to Minute No. 145/12/13, the Clerk provided the following update:

a. The need for sweeping outside the Surgery had been reported to the District Council for action;
b. Further liaison was required regarding the overhanging hedge on Wattisham Road; and

c. A bouquet had been presented to Mrs Sybil Raynham to mark her 100th birthday which was paid for personally by Members of the Parish Council rather than from Parish funds.


It was AGREED: That the actions be noted.
C159/12/13  NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED BY THE CLERK


The Council received the Clerk’s report.

It was AGREED: 

a. That a post mounted bin be ordered from Babergh District Council and located immediately outside the Coronation Playground with the costs of provision and emptying to be met by the Parish Council;

b. That the schedule of grit bins and heaps around the village be noted and the County Council be requested to replenish the heap half way up Church Hill; and

c. That the submission of an application to open an account with Unity Trust Bank to access online banking facilities be noted and that the Clerk examines other savings accounts that might provide higher interest rates to operate alongside the current account with the Unity Trust Bank.
C160/12/13  PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation
	Application Number:
	B/12/01482/FUL

	Location:
	Tankard Farm, Wattisham Road, Bildeston IP7 7EG

	Proposal:
	Erection of 6 dwellings (following demolition of existing dwelling) 

	Decision:
	Objection on the grounds of the visual intrusion of the proposed 2 storey building on Plot 1 and the need for a balanced housing provision with more affordable housing on the site.




Planning Appendix B

Determined by Babergh District Council


There were none.
C161/12/13  MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

· Councillor Guttridge referred to a report of mud on the corner of Newberry Road allegedly caused by dustbin lorries avoiding parked vehicles. The matter would be referred to County Highways.

· Councillor Dempsey reported that a light was not working in the clock tower. Councillor Taylor undertook to report it.

· Waste bins on Church Lane had not been emptied recently and this would be reported to the District Council by the Clerk.
· Councillor Tye reported that the next Safer Neighbourhoods Team Priority Setting meeting would be held at Bildeston on Tuesday, 22nd January, 2013 from 6,00pm to 7.00pm and was open to the public.

· The Chairman referred to anti-social behaviour that had been occurring near to a public house which she would seek to raise with the landlord with a view to seeking a solution.
C162/12/13  EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC  



It was AGREED: That by virtue of the provision of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
C163/12/13 
CHAIR’S REPORT

The Chairman reported on legal advice that was being sought in respect of the circumstances of a former parishioner.


It was AGREED: 
a. That in accordance with the advice obtained, a Committee of the Council be formed with delegated authority:
i. to deal with all aspects of this matter on behalf of the Council;
ii. to make decisions and take actions on behalf of the Council; and
iii. to incur all necessary expenditure on behalf of the Council.

b. That the Chairman and Councillors Cousins, Dempsey and Tye be appointed to serve on the Committee.
The meeting closed at 9.50pm

Notice is given that the next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled to be held in Chamberlin Hall on Monday, 11th February, 2013 at 7.30pm.

Chairman ………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………….
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